[Signs of fetal immunology. Embryopathy caused by viruses: clinical and anatomopathological aspects. Determination of IgM and IgA in the umbilical cord blood of newborn infants in relation to intrauterine infections. Control clinical examination of infants with high levels of IgM and IgA at birth].
The Authors report the results of IgM and IgA assays in blood of the umbilical cord of 1694 newborns during the period from October 1973 to July 1974 after a rubella epidemic occurred in Piedmont. 11.67% of the newborns showed a IgM value higher than 20 mg/100 ml; 0.88% gave values higher than 40 mg/100 ml. For 3.49% IgA values were higher than 3 mg/100 ml; in 0.89% cases it was higher than 6 mg/100 ml. These newborns with high levels of IgM and IgA have been observed: the Authors conclude that there is no correlation between high levels of IgM and IgA and prenatal infection.